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21 November 2020  

 

 
Dear NBAA Members, 
Dear NBAA Executive Committee, 

Dear NFFA President, 
 
2020 Chairman’s Report, 

 
I am not sure if 2020 is a year to be remembered or a year to be forgotten. At the risk of sounding like a broken record 

I am forced to delve deep into 2020 to try and explain the consequences of the lockdowns imposed by governments 
globally due the outbreak of Covid19. In a nutshell, the consequences where so severe that we had no other choice 

but to completely write off the entire angling year. All international tournaments were postponed to 2021 which would 

have had a major effect on selection should our year have been able to proceed, as it turned out this was not the case. 

 

I am not going to harp on about Covid19 any longer than necessary. The important part for the NBAA right now is the 
way forward post Covid19. My own business is feeling the effects very severely which is why I am have entered into a 

second business venture which leaves me very little spare time which necessitated the decision to step down as 

chairman of the NBAA at the end of 2020. I would like to believe that in my 6 years at the helm of the NBAA, I have 

made a difference for the benefit of each member as well as the sport as a whole. I have been nominated to remain 
on EXCO for 2021 as Tournament Director and have accepted the nomination.  

 

Despite 2020 being written off we still managed to host a few events when the restrictions were eased and managed 

to comply with all regulations: 
 

1. FLW Namibia Big Bass Fest 

 

The first of its kind in Namibia and what an event it turned out to. The entire format was different and proved to be 

very exciting for all competitors and especially for Jacques Marais who walked away with the lion’s share of the prizes. 
The event shed some light on new ways of doing thing going forward to keep the sport exciting which will in turn grow 

membership. I would like to thank Neil Engelbrecht for practically single handedly putting it all together despite 

tremendous pressure from all directions. The event is already part of next year’s calendar and I am sure it’s going to 

be one to go down in the history annuals of the NBAA.  
 

2. Cymot iBass Keepnet Trail 

 

Keepnet and the Keepnet app have been around for some time. Tournament cancellations in South Africa and 
Zimbabwe led them to start the Keepnet tournament trails which massive prizes up for offer which is directly connected 

to the amount of entries expected. We followed suit and for a very small entry fee managed to secure some really 

amazing prizes thanks to Cymot, Paratus and WBM Lureworks. The tournament proved to be a roaring success with 

competitors going to our venues as much as they could to try and improve their bag weight. Anglers were following 

the app closely to see who had been fishing and what they had caught. This is truly taking fishing into the digital age  
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and at the same time promoting social distancing and all the protocol we have been asked to adhere to. The tournament 

has been such a success that we have already planned 2 events for 2021, the first starts directly after this AGM and 

ends on the 22 March 2021. I would like to appeal to anybody that would like to get involved with sponsorship to 
contact me after the AGM. 

 

3. National Championships 

The event was very poorly attended due to various factors brought about by the year 2020 as well as predictions of 
very tough fishing which ended up realizing. The event was only for bragging rights and not for qualification. Well done 

Jurgen Geiger for pulling a rabbit out the bag on day 2 and snatching the event from Thinus Williams.  

4. Mercury Summer Bass Classic 

We were forced to postpone this event twice in 2020 but were determined to host the Summer Bass Classic. The last 

classic was held in 2014 and cancellation after cancellation led to the eventual continuation of the tournament knowing 
that the participation would not nearly be as much as in past years. We were also fortunate enough to have amazing 

sponsors that stuck with us since the 1st postponement in March of 2020 and managed to get 16 teams entered and 

ready to roll at captains meeting on the Friday before at our more than gracious hosts, Lake Oanob Resort. The fishing 

was once again predicted to be really tough and once again the prediction realized. The tournament was poorly attended 
by NBAA members and saw more guests than NBAA members competing for some really attractive prizes. We even 

had some international guests in attendance and were graced by the presents of Mr. Craig Gutteridge from Mercury 

SA as well as the President of SABAA, Mr. Craig Fraser. Craig from Mercury made the trip worthwhile for himself by 

taking home N$10k for his efforts in catching the biggest fish of the tournament. Well done to my boat partner, Neil 
Engelbrecht who not only organized the whole event but also managed to win the event, with a lot of assistance from 

my side. The NBAA hopes that the event planned for 2021 will be just as big if not bigger than the classics we have 

hosted in the past. 

Other than the above the NBAA has not able to host any event including development events, fund raising events, 

conservation events as well as prize giving events. All of these events are planned for 2021 provided that we are able 

to fill vacancies on EXCO.  

Executive Council of 2020: 

I’m going to start by saying that the executive council of 2020 managed the entire without an executive secretary. The 

void that Collette Carstens left was truly felt this year and made me realize the importance of a good and competent 
secretary. The NBAA is simply too complicated to go without. I urge members to step up to the plate and offer their 

services in this portfolio if they are able to. Should there be no nominations for this position my strong recommendations 

of outsourcing the portfolio will be relayed to the new chairman.  

Vice chairman, Johan Coetzee, despite being under tremendous pressure at the office kept a level head throughout the 
year and provided support in all the decisions that had to be made in 2020. Thank you for your efforts Johan. Johan 

has agreed to donate more of his time to the running of the NBAA and has been nominated for the vice chairman 

portfolio. 
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There’s not much to say about our treasurer, Neels van Tonder, who has served on EXCO for the past 9 years. Always 

willing to help with what must be done to keep the wheels turning. Neels has also accepted his nomination as treasurer 

for 2021 going into his 10th year of loyal service. Thank you Neels, your efforts do not go unnoticed. 

Unfortunately, our development officer, Mr. James van Rooyen, resigned from the committee in the middle of 2020. 
James’ efforts have not gone unnoticed and despite his resignation I would like to thank him for the commitment made 

and the effort put in. 

Tournament Director, Neil Engelbrecht, has been putting in some real effort being tournament director as well as the 

man behind FLW Namibia. The few tournaments that we were able to host in 2020 all ran smoothly due to immense 

effort put in by Neil. Neil has also accepted a nomination for development officer for 2021. Thank you for your sacrifice.  

The conservation officer portfolio was not filled for 2020 and as a result no conservation related tasks were carried 

out. This vacancy hangs in the balance for 2021 and I urge members not to let all our conservation efforts go to waste 

and volunteer to keep our conservation and expansion on track for the future. 

2021 Perspective: 

There is no doubt that 2021 is going to be a tough and uncertain year. Covid19 is still lingering and nobody can predict 

what the future holds for the local and international angling calendar. The current state of the economy is going to 

make it difficult and expensive for teams to travel to compete in international tournaments. It is vital that all team 

members and members of the NBAA participate in all fundraising initiatives to ease the loads carried by teams.  

As I step down to hand the reigns over to the next candidate to steer this small but very fast ship in the right direction, 

I reflect on the past 6 years as chairman of this association. I am pleased to say that the bulk the memories over the 

past 6 years are good ones. We got through an absolutely devastating drought that led to dams reaching levels that 

most people had never seen with serious concerns that Von Bach would actually run dry. We managed to wedge our 
way into the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources building relationships and managed to get permits to import 

an invasive species for the first time in over 20 years. We managed to legally cull massive amounts of African sharp 

tooth catfish which undoubtably gave our precious green fish a new lease on life in Von Bach. I am sure that the new 

chairman will continue this legacy and steer this small but fast ship to new levels. 

I wish the executive council of 2021 as well as the sub committees a year of success in all endeavors entered into. 

Yours truly, 

 

..............................................  

Richard Grant (Chairman – NBAA) 
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